
Last fall, California sparked a movement 
that has grown drastically over the past year. 
Much energy went toward building March 
4th 2010, National Day of Action to Defend 
Education, which as a resounding success in 
the struggle to defend public education. 
Thousands organized and participated in the 
events of that day which took place in 32 
states.  Major actions took place throughout 
California, but also in Milwaukee, New 
York City, Illinois, and Baltimore with 
hundreds of actions planned nationwide. 
University of Puerto Rico students capped 
off a two-month strike with a victory 
receiving many concessions from 
administration.
 
What is clear is that this fight is not over. 
The lines are drawn. As working families 
struggle to recover from the crisis, access to 
education is diminishing as cuts continue to 
come. California activists have proposed 
October 7th as the next Day of Action. 
Internationally, activists are focusing on 
October and November as crucial moments 
in the struggle to fight back against 
neoliberalism and defend education rights. 
We, the below signed organizations and 
individuals, call on students, teachers, 
faculty, staff, workers, and parents to unite 
together and Defend Public Education this 
fall.
 
In Texas, the Board of Education has 
drastically changed the content of Texas 
textbooks, to include praise of Joseph 
McCarthy, and many other clauses. In 
Arizona, The state has passed the racist 
SB1070 that mandates police detain anyone 
looks like an undocumented worker. 

Following this, Arizona is also shutting 
down ethnic studies programs. In New 
York City, Chicago, and Detroit, districts 
are facing massive school closings. Public 
universities throughout the country are 
raising tuition costs and looking for more 
private investors. Budget cuts, tuition 
hikes, school closings, and right-wing 
reforms are hitting working families the 
hardest, especially in communities of 
color.
 
As these cuts continue to come, we see the 
costs of neoliberalism hit home harder 
than they have before. Public education 
has been losing funding for years, much of 
which disappeared because of neoliberal 
changes to the economy. The current 
budget crisis in many states will result in 
further drastic cuts to public education, 
including further cuts to underfunded 
schools, increases in unpaid days off for 
staff, a incentive program promoting 
“reforms” that are outright attacks on 
teachers, a restructuring of the public 
university around the needs of private 
business – largely supported by massive 
private grants, and tuition hikes that 
threaten accessibility to higher education 
for working families and people of color.
 
As the education disparities between poor 
and affluent grow ever wider, public 
schools serving communities of color are 
swiftly being re-segregated, provided 
fewer resources, and less-experienced 
teachers. These students are being tracked 
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into non-academic, dead-end programs 
while ethnic and multi-cultural classes and 
opportunities are being cut.
 
This crisis and this solution are a direct 
result of neoliberal-era ideology, reducing 
or dissolving taxes on the rich and 
corporations while working people 
struggle to provide for their families out 
of their ever-shrinking pockets. As private 
interests gain more power, as the private 
dollar begins to strengthen its influence in 
education, our democratic rights are being 
stripped away.
 
The time to act is now, students teachers 
and staff are preparing for the next wave 
of actions. We need your support and 
participation to make this day a historic 
moment in American history. To get 
involved please Email: fall_actions@
defendeducation.org or call us at 
8609162761

Endorse the  national call at :  
www.DefendEducation.org 

National Actions to Defend 
Public Education, October 7th 2010

Important Contact 
Information

Major Events in Month 2010: Dates and times are subject 
to change Please check our website for latest information

The historic actions, protests and 
strikes of last Fall and Spring showed 
our state and the nation that students, 
teachers, staff, and our communities 
are determined to fight against the cuts, 
layoffs, fee hikes, and the shrinking 
access to public education and services. 
However, our fight is far from over. 
On October 7th, supporters of public 
education plan to unite and demand 
accessible, affordable and quality 
education for all.

Public higher-education is an engine 
of economic growth that benefits all 
communities at large, but students 
of color across the nation are being 
tracked into non-academic programs 
while ethnic and multi-cultural classes 
are being cut. As public universities 
raise tuitions to the level of private 
institutions, students of all ethnicities 
are being denied access to higher-
education on the basis of income— an 
economic barrier that disproportionately 
affects people of color.

The knowledge and innovation coming 
from graduates of state-supported 
universities create far more wealth 
in the state than the education’s cost.  
Better educated citizens are shown to 
be more productive, pay higher taxes, 
create a stronger economy, and provide 
more jobs. Thus, it is important to seek 
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out more revenue sources to support 
education
and public institutions, rather than 
focusing on decreasing funding.

The politicians and administrators say 
there is no money for education and 
social services. But if there is money 
for tax cuts and prisons, why is there no 
money for public education? Schools 
are now suffering from inadequate 
staffing and pay-cuts. However, 
California’s budget
cuts are not only restricted to the 
education system.  Our health services, 
public infrastructure, transportation 
and library systems will also continue 
to deteriorate. These issues are all 
intertwined. How do we stop the 
degeneration of California?

We, the people, have the democratic 
power to beat back these attacks and 
ensure that our public institutions 
effectively serve the public. But to do 
so, members of all regions and sectors 
--- adult-ed, students, workers, teachers, 
activists, unions, and community 
organizations --- must unite and take 
action on October 7th, and contribute 
our voices and thoughts to the October 
23-24 conference at San Francisco State 
University to defend public education. 1

The purpose of the October 23-24  
onference is to democratically propose 
demands, devise an action plan, and 
create a structure capable of defending 
public education and public services for 
the benefit of all.

We invite all supporters of education 
across the nation to attend and 
participate in the October 7th day 
of action and the October 23-24th 
conference.

For more information, visit 
http://defendcapubliceducation.
wordpress.com

Endorse the California call at :  
www.defendcapubliceducation.
wordpress.com 

October 7th Day of Action and 
October 23-24th Mobilizing Conference In
Defense of Public Education and Public Services


